


AIA CES Provider Statement 

McCarthy LePage Architects, PLLC is a registered provider of AIA-
approved continuing education under Provider Number 400103574. 
All registered AIA CES Providers must comply with the AIA Standards
for Continuing Education Programs. Any questions or concerns about this provider or this 
learning program may be sent to AIA CES (cessupport@aia.org or (800) AIA 3837, Option 3). 

This learning program is registered with AIA CES for continuing professional education. As such, 
it does not include content that may be deemed or construed to be an approval or endorsement 
by the AIA of any material of construction or any method or manner of handling, using, 
distributing, or dealing in any material or product. 

AIA continuing education credit has been reviewed and approved by AIA CES. Learners must 
complete the entire learning program to receive continuing education credit. AIA continuing 
education Learning Units earned upon completion of this course will be reported to AIA CES for 
AIA members. Certificates of Completion for both AIA members and non-AIA members are 
available upon request. 



Architecture
Is Human



No Matter What 
You Believe:
Perspective



Humanity is distinct from all other life on 

earth because, for us, instinct is 

inadequate. So it is with architecture. 





Judging outcomes is an inadequate basis of 
apprehension, and an incomplete 

understanding of how and why things are 
made.



The Human  
Perspective





Not About 
“Style”









Lincoln Memorial, 1922: Henry Bacon, architect 
Sculptor: Daniel Chester French







History: 
The Other Gravity





Architects live through gravity.

BUT history is the only other force 

everyone lives with every day: TIME.

Architects either dismiss history or are 

controlled by it - two mutually exclusive 

orthodoxies that ignore the reality of time



2016 Robert AM Stern channels 

1927James Gamble Rogers 

Who Channeled 19th century architects 

Who Channeled 13th century master builders

OR
Eero Saarinen Inventing architecture



You Cannot Avoid History or Build It

HISTORY IS NOT A STYLE







New Walls
1827 Columns
1880’s Panels



Every Addition Has History



Every Community Has History



History Allows 
Communities to Evolve





Every Place Has History

Past
Now

Next



Every Effort 
Has Context









CONTEXT IS THE CALDRON
Each place, each context – it’s people, culture, 

topography, climate, geology, even funding and legalities 
– is a cauldron. 

What is cooked can be tasteless and bland, even 
disgusting, or it can be so spiced as to be unpalatable 
but to all but a few. Or the food that results bastes in 

function and elevates it’s delight and hunger for it by its 
spice. The human spice. But you cannot cook without a 

cauldron.



How We Make Is Part Of The Context 
of Creation





How We Create 
Is Part of Creation’s Context
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A Way To Start
-rather than perspectives, 

the ways of creation



CONNECTED BY 
MOTIVATIONS:
Maximizing The 

Expression of Values 



The “What’s” We Can Use
https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/ac903ef3-0392-495d-ac21-6503a81343af.jpeg?w=1024

SAME 4BR 1,400 Sq Ft HOME
SAME Architect
DEFINED FOOTPRINT (Exist. v. Regulations)
DIFFERENT OWNERS (Young Family v. Empty Nest)
DIFFERENT SITES (Hilltop v. Coastal)
DIFFERENT Budgets (Shoestring v. Full Service)

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/ac903ef3-0392-495d-ac21-6503a81343af.jpeg


Connection
Ascendance

Welcome
Order

Threshold
Reward 
Balance



https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/454c5537-3f69-4f45-a31b-01f5b118f428.jpeg?w=1024CONNECTION

WHAT WE CAN USE TO EXPRESS OUR MOTIVATIONS RATHER THAN 
EXPRESS AN OUTCOME INDEPENDENT OF CONTEXT

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/454c5537-3f69-4f45-a31b-01f5b118f428.jpeg


You Cannot Build The Site
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ASCENDANCE
NOT the “vertical”:

But The Aspirational, Focal, Experiential

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/8c4022fd-1381-42b6-883b-25986b22421f.jpeg
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Using: 
Shape
Space
Light
Sequence
Focus
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WELCOME

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/img_5192.jpg


WELCOME 
is a Value That Shapes The Outcome





Not Just The Front 
Door:

But The Openness 
Of The Creation to 

Encounter







Robert  Henderson Robertson
Shelburne Farm, Vt
1887  



https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/screen-shot-2023-08-10-at-10.41.36-am.png?w=1024

ORDER
Creation for its own sake is Fine Art. Creation that serves the user 

requires Order in its design, or use is incidental to Expression. 
Expression in the world of shape and space without use is sculpture. 

Buildings must do more, but only if there is Order in the choreography 
of what makes them.

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/screen-shot-2023-08-10-at-10.41.36-am.png
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ORDER
Structure
Mechanical Systems
Storage
Movement 

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/img_8160.jpg
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THRESHOLD & REWARD

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/22389d58-712f-47ee-942e-41fe6ddc6688.jpeg
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Beckon
Frame
Focus
Arrival
REWARD
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Thresholds can 
frame a reward

But Rewards 
Can Just  
Happen
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Sequential

Implied
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Whole Buildings 
Manifest Threshold & 
Reward
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BALANCE
The ways you can listen to the possibilities in creation – Connection, Ascendance, 

Welcome, Order, Threshold & Reward – are fully resolved in Balance. 
Architects like to call this “Hierarchy” because it sounds substantial. And 

defines the designer as the judge of what we sadly cannot control, but 
desperately want to.
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Balance can be Symmetry. Balance can be found in the resolution of the vertical, 
horizontal, shapes, spaces, pattern, composition – anything we can conceive. The 
antithesis of Balance is random, chaotic, careless, happenstance and arbitrary 
contrivances of unthinking outcomes. The assumptions of “style” over listening, thought 
and Balance are what the built world offers to us every day.
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Interior

Exterior
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Shape & Parts

https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/a5e2563d-ef38-4708-902a-7da271c835d7.jpeg
https://savedbydesign.files.wordpress.com/2023/08/99ec5758-f534-4f3a-a938-baf5618cf54c.jpeg
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Balance is listening to the Connection, 
Ascendance, Welcome, Order and Threshold & 

Reward that is in anything we create.

Understanding only happens when you 
listen. When you proclaim you cannot 

hear. If you only hear you, then you are 
just you, for you 

When we listen, hear what we cannot  
know, then Balance can happen.
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