


Influences

Middle Child

Engineer Dad

Music Mom

HS  Aptitude testing:

Music, Forestry, Author, Carpenter, Teacher

Strength Finders:
Strategic, Relator, Ideation, Woo, Input



Influences

“Strive to leave things 

better than they were 

when you received them”

Paul Petzhold
Founder of Outward Bound and 

NOLS  (National Outdoor Leadership School)



Influences

“Don’t lose confidence 

in your people when they fail”

Abraham Lincoln

Lincoln on Leadership



“You cant hate 

someone 

whose story 

you know”

Margaret Wheatley

Author, Philosopher, Educator

Influences



Influences

“Trust Your Instincts”

H. Kennard (Ken)  Bussard, FAIA

Founding CEO of RDG Planning & Design

Mentor, Coach, Friend



Influences

“Do it better than you 

think I would do it”

Charles (Chick) Herbert, FAIA

Founder of Charles Herbert and Associates, HLKB



Influences

Walk in like you belong there

Stand up Straight 

Square your Shoulders

Hit the first and last notes like you 

mean it 

A. Loraine Hodgin

My toughest coach,… my best fan



Influences

“You have the ability 

to provide  most of what 

these children 

pray for every day”

Conrad Mandsager

Founder, Child Voice International



Influences

“People are Stranger 

Than Anybody…

get used to it”

Robert “Bud” Lehman

Father in Law



Introduction > RDG Planning & Design

WE ARE A DESIGN FIRM.
We’re a Midwest firm with a national & international 
presence. We love what we do, and it shows in our 
work every day.
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• Sustainability Committment

• “Beyond LEED” 

• AIA 2030 Challenge

• USGBC IA Chapter  

– 75 LEED projects

– 11 LEED Platinum





Architecture

Interior Design

Engineering

Lighting

Planning

Landscape Architecture

CLIENTS  WE  SERVE

FOCUS  MARKET  LEADER

Multi Media

JP JL PH MB SSDS CMPDKNSAITDS JB

Art





BDA

WBA



Basketball

RDG
•weight training

•ticket sales 
•promotion
•benefits

•management

University Athletic 
Department

Football

Track
and
Field

Wrestling

Swimming

Held together by 
• common purpose 
• ownership
• core values



WB

BD

1991.

Roger Schutte joins Wilscam Birge 
forming RDG Schutte Wilscam Birge

Marty Shukert joins RDG forming RDG 
Martin Shukert

Dr. Senior Living !!!!

SWB

BD

Shukert





WB

BD

SWB

BD

Shukert SWB

BD

CGS

Foresite RDG

Shared purpose & values•AMI Discovery A/E          Value Redesigned

• GDA                             Global Design Alliance

• Coxe Group Round Table

• GDMLI         Transformation Leadership Academy

• SoL                 Society of Organizational Learners







July 1998.

KB retires
Many Retreats!!
CEO Role Redefined

WB

BD

SWB

BD

Shukert SWB

BD

CGS

Foresite RDG

RDG
Schutte Wilscam 

Birge
Omaha, Fort Myers,

Chicago

RDG
Bussard Dikis

Des Moines

FORESITE
RDG

Des Moines
Omaha

RDG
Crose Gardner 

Shukert
Des Moines

Omaha, Coralville

President:
Davis Sanders

President: 
John Birge

President: 
Rich Gardner

Combined office staff of  
75 total employees
35 with Ownership

Renaissance Design Group

CEO: Phil Hodgin
COO: John Birge
BOD: Elected Unit Principals

President:
Al Oberlander



Board of Directors
(8 IA+4 SWB)

Learning 
Communities

Leadership
Development

IA
Business 

Center
SWB

Business 
Center

FM’sStudio 
Directors

SIG/
Exec Comm

Group 
Services

FM’s

2012:  expanded  to

12  IA + 7 SWB + 2 RDG 



RDG
Group Services

Business
Nancy Iseminger

Technology
Ron Heims

Professional
Development

SS/DD/PH/JB

401k
Liability

Ins. 

Financial
Management Stock

Stewardship

Accounting
Management

Vision
Ideas
Edge

Learning 
Communities

Business 
Process

RDG 
University

Leadership
Development



“Clients & Projects First” Mantra





WB

BD

SWB

BD

Shukert SWB

BD

CGS

December 2003.

Renaissance Design Group is now 
RDG Planning & Design.

RDG CGS merges with RDG BD to 
form RDG IA.

RDG IA  |  RDG SWB
• Learning Communities

• Design

• Sustainable

• Innovations/Technology

• Marketing

• Risk Management

• The KNOW (Intranet) 

• ZEBRA 

• Strength Finders

• Monthly 1 hour BOD meetings
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Our Culture



2015 RDG Design Residency






